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Central America: T e et Congre o
Nicaragua, the focus of US. attention in Central America
- for more than a year now, Langiey’s book is sketchy; he
'rheRm]&aka seems to have spent too little time in Managua to come to
&hmmmdmsmmwﬁmm
. , pro-Soviet?
by Lester D. {angley (Covwn: 31595, M8pp.) . .. m« Mmmm ursam troubles

o3 ® . ...  responsesto US: pressure? Are the anti-Sandinista rebels
InsideCentral America; ~  Come cwre Sicrae st ppostion. o merty
wmmmsx,m% Sendinistas’ overthrow? Langiey asks few of these ques-

:-.uuuamnnmm'mfh% America,” suffers from

Administration’s burgeoning involvement i tis  edgeable
o m&mmmmw aﬂu:udtl:‘ ‘m%ﬁ.hﬁrvw
scholarship r-m«nm-w-il.c are too simple and tso mure, Berxyman' useful
the reader seeking a basic introduction to the area s Bas to readers Who have gi mw&cn:zmdm
no standard primer with which to start. Central America  amumunitioh ini debate; but Who want to grope toward

hes yet to produce its classic. oS own find his certainty
These twe new efforts illustrate, in different way( by -His ] i &ﬁammmm
writing such a primer is a difficult task. They regrestnd.  Centrel had Seds based: 0ir an assumption that
sharply different approachas te the probiem, and diljerent iry movetatnts Jod by Marsists Siust represent &
mixtures of succesy énd faire. Berryman’s mmm,&mmﬁ"%w
America” is systemetic, divect and frankly polemsl  this point, the betwesa -
cal, a concige expgsition of the argusnent that the tives is merely one of emphasis o acomt.” Instead, for
States’hps ' on the wrong side in Central Berryman, such revolutions are the anly -way to improve
wars. By contrast, Lester Langiey’s “Cantral Anierfts"Ti¢  the lot of the majority of Central Americens, ‘Yo reorganise
- — g a society —and espacially its economy —e0 that it serves the
" 7 Reviewed®y Doyle MchManu ~7L.  needs of the poor majority rather tham those of a tiny

— — . +  privileged elite.”
Real Stakes” is léisurely, chitty and impressionistic, 3
travel book as mmch as a political primer. It meanders  other leftist revolutionaries in Central America. But it is
around the issses and misves one or two entirely. Butihthe  is0 the declared aim of some US. liberals and Central
end, it is the better book, for it radiates a richer sermeof the  American Christian Democrats, who argue that the same
flavor of Cantral American political life. __,  goal can be reached without bibody insurgencies. They may
“None of the Central American states is really a mation,”  pe right or wrong, but Berryman merely dismisses them as
Langiey writea. “Nor do their governments project the rule  gecret allies of the oligarchies. “While most liberals concede
of law rather than the authority of men. So the ageless  that revolutions do occur--because of the
tradition of loyaity to family over loyalty to nation or  and intransigence of elite groups—their response tends to
constitution has survived into modern times. be too little and too late, & vain hope that political tinkering,
His portrait of societies dominated by a landed oligarchy |ike “free elections,” can prop up a tottering edifice,” he
allied with aspiring military and commercial classes is N0t  writeg. Most liberais would respond that their aim is not to
new, but it is nicely drawn. “The harsh reality of Central peop yp the edifice at all, and that their policies, like
American society is its militarism,” Langiey says. “Central  Chrigtianity, have never failed because they have never
America’s military cadres do not believe their role is t0  peen tried.
serve the state; they believe they are the state.” Berryman frankly calls the idea that the Sandinistas
He offers a series of breezy sketches of each country: might move toward a Costa Rican-style parliamentary
Salvador as a battleground where “politics is not the art of  democracy “jllusory,” but argues that their authoritarian-
the poasible, (but) more analogous to a bullfight,” Guate-
mala as a land of separate Indian and Latino societies in “a
war of antagonistic cultures (that) Gen. Custer would have N NLED
understood,” Nicaragup as “the battered child” of the st
region—where “as battered children often do at maturity,
the Nicaraguans may very well become the batterers.
The implication for American policy, of course, is that any
dream of turning the tiny, semi-feudal countries of the
inhmminm“w”eompunmtoo\mhdmmeg.
‘“There is no American solution to Central America’s
problems,” Langley warns.
But that sentiment—a theme he states in italics and
mmm—um.mwm.nmme
Reagan Administratien’s chief spokemman on the ares,
assistant Sesretary of State Langhorne A. Motley, sxys with
characteristic MthenimdU.S.ddhm&to

Lmr-mmummmmwmb
mwhhMMdWW‘y

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/28 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000403640010-7



